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From my Houfe in St. James’s Square, 
Avguit 23. 


T isimpoflible to form a good 

Judgment of the Manners ot 

any Perfon by his Writings ; 

norwith{tanding many Judict- 
ous and Learned Men have main- 
tained the contrary, Seneca, Dion, 
St. Chrifaofiom, and St. Augujtine have 
inferted in their Works many ob- 
fcene Sayings. If we condemn all 
Authors who have chofen vain Sub 
jects for their Theme, not only Au- 
Sonius Cento, and the Hendecafylla- 
bick Verfes of Pliny the Younger, 
would defame them to Perpetuiry ; 
but Plate himfelf and Xenepbon 
would be put to a great deal of 
Trouble toexcufe the eke they 


have allowed themfelves in. their 
Compofitions. However, we'll mo- 
derate the Café;-in my Opinion, 
there is ava Dific 


erence betwixt 


the relating Lewdnefs committed by 
ones {clf, praifing and applauding i, 
and exhorting the Reader t an Imi- 
tation ; and the relating gallant Ad- 
ventures in Terms 2 little tooLively 


and Natural, growing very my in 
the Recital, though one condemrfs 


or difapproves rholé Aétions; and is 
difcourfing a Point of Doétrihe ar 
Mythological Refleétions by Phrafés 
which reprefent Impurities. The 
firft of thefe is utterly imexcufable 
and infamous, burt the fecond is per- 
haps only a witty Divertion, and na- 
turally affords no Reafén to make 
any Inference prejudicial to the Au- 
thor’s Morals. There are many loofc 
Verfes which are only diverting Ef- 
forts of Wit. The Contagion of thefe 
impure Ideas never fpreads fo far as 
to.corrupt the Minds of the Authors. 
They compofe thofe Lines purely to 
difplay theit ingenious Thoughts. 
They could tot refit the Tempta- 
tions of expreffing themfelves in fuch 
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a manner as would make their Ge- 
nius applauded. They were willin 

to accommodate themfelves to a val 

number of Readers, who, as they 
thought, found an agrecable Tart- 
nefs and Charms with which their 
Senfes are ravith’'d. They had in- 
decd done an Act Praife-worthy if 
they had refifted this ‘Temptation ; 
but they were only Words. thetr 
Morals preférv’d their Integrity. A 
Reader ought not to judge of an Au- 
thor by himfelf ;- 1 mean, he ought 
not to think that that Piece which 
corrupts his Mind in the reading, 
made the like Impretfions on the 
Man who wrote it. Several Authors 
accultom themfelves co thefe 
"Thoughts, and are touch’d with no- 
thing burt the Ideas with which they 
are cloathed ; Conftitution and Ha- 
bit have crowded in them the fame 
Infenfiblity. We fee fome make amo 

rous Poems, tho’ Age has _render’d 
them as cold as Ice. A Perfon of 
great Learning told a Nobleman, 
with re{pe&t tothe Celebrated Beau- 
ties which. were about him, that 
Vertue refifts the powerful Charms, 
and looks onthem as Fires which 
dart refulgent Light, but do not in 

flame, There are fome Authors who 
are more fcrupulous in the Choice of 
modeft Expreilions, left the contrar 

fhould confirm the Report which 
runs concerning their Manners, O.- 
thers on the contrary,emboldned by 
‘their vertuous Lives, and the good 
Opinion the World has entertain’d 
of their Wifdom, are not {0 follici- 
tous in this Particular, and allow 
themfelves too large a Scope, in or- 
der to divert their Readers, There 


is a {tupendious diverfity of Tem- 
pers and Characters obfervable a- 
mong Men. There are fome who 
nicely fcruple to fay what they make 
no fcruple of ating ; others dare 
not commit what they freely ven- 
ture to fay. ‘Thus we fee Sentence 
cannot be pafsd upon a Man’s Mo- 
rals, from his Writings ; yet fhould 
I ftop here. and fay nothing to check 
the running Pens of licentious Au- 
thors, my Innocency would be cen- 
fur'd ; no, it may be affirmed with- 
out Contradiction to what has been 
faid, that he who compofes any ob- 
fcene Lines is highly blameable, rho’ 
he himfelf is not corrupted thereby; 
fince they only ferve to infeét the 
Age: For as nothing adds a fairer 
Character to an Author than to be 
grave and fevere in his Works; fo 
what fullies the Beauty of a Man’s 
Wit and Learning more,than to fiad 
in his Writings, Orations that are 
Lewd and Intamous? What,though 
they are Hourifhed with abundance of 
learned Phrafes and fine Language, 
cannot all that Curiofiry be as well 
laid out in Praife of Vertue andVer- 
tuous Aétions? I think a Noble De- 
fign performed by a good Man, gives 
an accomplifh’d Genius the fame 
Freedom to raife his Stile in as high 
and exalted Strains, as a Riot ora 
Murder committed by a lewd De- 
bauchee. The fame Eloquence may 
be likewife fhewed in fetting forth a 
Chafte Love,as a Wanton Amour. 


St. Fames's Square, Auguft 24. 
Sleep, which affords to others Si- 


lence and Reft, often gives me Noife 
and 
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and Difturbance. In that State I am 
fometimes flunn’d with the loud Al- 
Jarms of Warlike Inftruments, and 
furioufly fighting in the Field of 
Mars ; another time I am hurried as 
far as the briny Ocean,and ftrugling 
amidft Storms and Tempefts. One 
Night I fee my felf wandring in 
Shades andDarknefs without aGuide; 
the next, ! feel my Spirits inflamed 
with unruly Paflion. My laft Night’s 
Dreams prefented to mt averymelan- 
choly Scene ;for 1 fancied! was feized 
with a ftrange and unufial ‘Trem. 
bling. *My Mind wasall in amaze, 
or rather confounded: However, I 
{trove (as I thoughr) to caft off thofe 
violent Convulfions by Patience and 
Philofophy, but could not do it; the 
Pains came rolling in fo faft upon 
me. In the Moment I was under this 
Agony, the King of Terrors inhu- 
manly came like a Tyrant, and 
brought with him a Legion of Spi. 
rits more terrible than himfelf. Here 
I long’d and paflionately wifhed to 
fee my Spoufe before F took 2 Leap 
into the Dungeon of Death. Mc- 
thought it happened. that there 
weremany of my Acquaintance up 
in the ‘Turret gazing upon a new. 
married Princefsas fhe was riding 
through the Streets, attended by’ Ten 
Virgins finging and piaying upon 
Harps. My hoarfe Votce,which was 
louder than the founding of a 
Pipe in an Organ, reach’d the Tur- 
ret; and my Friends came running 
down into my Chamber, and ask’d 
the occafion of my Complaint. I 
told them with a hollow Sigh who I 
wanted to fee. Immediately a com- 
pailionate Woman that ftood by 
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weeping,bid her Maid go in all halte 
and fetch my Wife. The wanton 
Wench not regarding the quick Dif- 
patch my Affairs requir'd, made i¢ 
in her way to call upon her Lover, 
and {pent Three Hours by the Clock 
in tatling with him about her tool- 
ifh Amours; and then, by Miftake, 
returned with an old Woman I knew 
nothing of. ‘This Accident threw 
me into fuch a violent fit of Anger, 
that in reaching out my Arm (as I 
thought) to chaftife the Slur for her 
Negligence, | waked, and perceived 
that thefe different Scenes only re- 
aa in Shadows what might 

appen in reality,ata Moment when 
Lam cither flambering, toiling, or 
perhaps doing worfe, running upon 
fome dangerous Adventure, 


After] had dreft my {elf and made 
fome Refleétions on this ftrange 
Dream, the better to divert all me- 
lancholy ‘Thoughts, I went to vilit a 
Relation with whom lL us'd to be ve- 
ry inttmate,and who had an Extate of 
twoor three Hundred Pounds per An. 
lately fallen to him. I expeéted (ac- 
cording to Cuftom) when I came in, 
to be complimented and feated in 
the Great Elbow-Chair ; but inftcad 
of thofe Favours, it was only, How 
d'ye? Will you draw a Stool ? After 
fome time, I plac’d my felf at the 
lower end of the Room; and the 
fortunate Couple fate on a Couch in 
great State. Now ro humour all this 
Affe&ted Pageantry ; Sir (faid 1) are 
you indifpos’d ? Is your Lady afleep, 
that fhe remains filent? No, we are 
well enough ({aid he) and awake, 
but have no mind to talk ; i's trou- 

blefom 
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blefome to us. At laft Dianer came 
in when they both arofe.and,without 
Ufing any manner of Ceremony, went 
to the upper end of the Table,point 
ing me to a Sear at adiitance, which 
I kept in due Decorum, and rather 
ede'd farther than nearcr. Formerly 
my Health uféd to be drank once or 
twice: now I found it was my turn 
to begin theirsore!{ Offence would 
be taken. Here [ took an Opportu 
nity, with great Submiiiion, to with 
them Happinef3,and that chey might 
long enjoy the good things of For 
tune ; hoping they would remember 
from whence fuch Bletiings come. 
This free Difcourfe of mine, | per- 
ceived, gave fome Dittafic : How 
ever, they pafs'd that over without 
much Notice, with a Defign only to 
let me underftand what Alrerations 
they were about to moke jn their 
Affairs. Coufin (faid my Kinfwo 
man) do you know of any eminent 
Merchant , my eldelt Son is going 
out. Iask’d whether fhe were fora 
Turkey or a Weft-India Merchant. 
Thofe things (faid fhe) I leave. ro 
the Choice of the Yourh himfelf, as 
Ihave the Boarding School to my 
Daughters. I fuppofe (faid 1) my 
Coufin and you will remove toa 
more pleafant Place. Yes (faid fhe) 
we {hall be in the Country in Sum- 
mer, and fome where about Ormond- 
fireer in the Winter. There is a good 
Air (faid 1) and pretty Dwellings, 
with Coach Houfes belonging to 
them. That will bé convenient ( faid 
me ee at prefent we fhall only keep 
a Chariot and a Pair. I would fain 
have kept my Temper fome time 
longer, but could not; and here J 


took an occafion fo talk of Hiftory, 
and relate a fhort Paffage | had read 
There wasa certain Perfon (faid 1) 
whom in ProcefS of “Time Fortune 
made a King. After this Prince 
had acquir'd to himfelf much Glory 
and great Wealth, he lived very tem- 
perate ; no Man of Credit in his 
Kingdom went plainer than he did ; 
ne behaved himfelf as a Heroe of 
the old Times, doing much good ; 
he alrer'd nothing in his Garments, 
in his Baihings, nor in his Diet ; and 
that which perhaps was more dith- 
cult he would not fuffer his Wife to 
be beter drefsd than in her low 
Effare, nor that fhe fhould diftin- 
2uith her Daughters in Procetfion 
by Ornaments that fhould out-do 
thofe of other Virgins, He made 
no Rv pairs to the Gates of his Pa- 
lace, altho they ere in fo bad a 
Condition that they look d as if no 
Prince dwelt there ; but in the Ma- 
nagement of his Kingdom no Man 
wus to be compared to him. He 
taught his Subjeéts Humility; for 
when any approached hi§ Prefence, 
even the meancft of his Vaffals, they 
muft come near his Perfon, and be 
as familiar,in a decent Manner, as if 
he himfelf were their Companion. 
While I was telling this Story one 
of my Coufins look’d pale, and the 
other blufh'd. I faw much Diforder 
in both their Counrenances ; neither 
could they cvnceal . their Refent- 
ments from me,norwithftanding they 
affeéted to. appear.as if they took no 
notice of what I faid; and fo we 
parted With fair Words and a fhort 
Complemeat. 
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